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The German Digital Library 

 In German: Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek (DDB) 
 Purpose: create a central, overall platform for 

cultural and scientific information from libraries, 
archives, museums and other cultural heritage 
institutions 

 National aggregator for Europeana www.europeana.eu 

 November 28th, 2012: beta launch 
 2013: transition to regular operation (new features 

and content, workflow for data delivery to 
Europeana…) 

 Have a look at: http://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de 

http://www.europeana.eu/�
http://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/�
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Funding of the German Digital Library 

 Joint project of the German Federal Government 
and the Länder 

 Administrative and financing agreement ensures 
sustainability 

 € 9,5 million for development and infrastructure 
from the Federal Government 

 Annual sum of € 2,6 million for 2011-2015 provided 
by the Federal Government and the Länder to set 
up and operate the infrastructure 

 Digitization mainly to be financed by institutions and 
support programs 
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Competence Network and Partners 
http://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/content/competence-network/ 
 

Competence Network 
 13 cultural and scientific institutions, supported by federal, state 

and local authorities. 
 Consists of a General Meeting, a Board and a Board of Trustees. 

The Board and Trustees are supported by an administrative 
office. 

 

Partners 
 Technical operator: FIZ Karlsruhe – Leibniz Institute for 

Information Infrastructure http://fiz-karlsruhe.de/home.html?&L=1  
 Planning, development and implementation of the German Digital 

Library in the initial stage: Fraunhofer Institute for Intelligent 
Analysis and Information Systems IAIS 
http://www.iais.fraunhofer.de/index.php?id=32&L=1  

                              …and many more 
 

http://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/content/competence-network/�
http://fiz-karlsruhe.de/home.html?&L=1�
http://fiz-karlsruhe.de/home.html?&L=1�
http://fiz-karlsruhe.de/home.html?&L=1�
http://www.iais.fraunhofer.de/index.php?id=32&L=1�
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A look at German Digital Library 
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A look at German Digital Library 
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How to contribute 
 Every cultural and scientific institution in Germany 

can deliver data (metadata, descriptive information 
and links to digital objects in their own online 
information system) to the German Digital Library 

 Any data intended for the DDB must be provided in 
a supported metadata format: Dublin Core, 
MODS/METS, MARC21, EAD(DDB) and LIDO 

 The competence network provides help with 
converting other formats to one of the required 
standard formats. 
 

http://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/content/faq/#D  

http://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/content/faq/�
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EAD(DDB) 
 EAD(DDB) = supported archival metadata format for both 

the German Digital Library („DDB“) and the German 
Archives Portal 

 EAD (Encoded Archival Description) = standard for 
encoding archival finding aids  several profiles in use 

 EAD(DDB) as a suggestion for a common metadata 
exchange format for German archives, prepared by a 
working group of EAD skilled German archivists 

 First version (May 2012) currently undergoing revision 
 2 file types: for plan of record groups + for finding aids 
 Few mandatory fields, many optional elements 
 

 http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/ead 

http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/ead�
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Building a German Archives Portal  
within the German Digital Library 

 German Archives Portal („Archivportal-D“)  
= a specific view on the German Digital Library 

 To be realized within a 2-years-project funded by 
the German Research Foundation DFG www.dfg.de 

 Closely connected with the German Digital Library 
and supported by the competence network  

 Begin: October 2012 
 Preliminary website:  

www.archivportal-d.de  (in German) 
http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/web/54816  (in English) 

http://www.dfg.de/�
http://www.archivportal-d.de/�
http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/web/54816�
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Project Partners 

 State Archives of Baden-Wuerttemberg 
http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/web/49435  

 FIZ Karlsruhe – Leibniz Institute for Information 
Infrastructure  
http://www.fiz-karlsruhe.de/home.html?&L=1 

 State Archives of North Rhine-Westphalia 
http://www.archive.nrw.de/lav/index.php 

 State Archives of Saxony 
http://www.staatsarchiv.sachsen.de/ 

 Archives School in Marburg  
http://www.archivschule.de 

http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/web/49435�
http://www.fiz-karlsruhe.de/home.html?&L=1�
http://www.archive.nrw.de/lav/index.php�
http://www.staatsarchiv.sachsen.de/�
http://www.archivschule.de/�
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Goals of the German Archives Portal 

 Objective: a platform 
- to present basic information about archival institutions 
- for proper, structured presentation of digital archival 

information (plan of record groups, finding aids, 
classification, items, digitized archival material…) 

- with search functionalities specifically adapted to the 
needs of professional archival research 

…in addition to the overall presentation of archival 
content within the framework of the German Digital 
Library 
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Goals of the German Archives Portal 

 German Archives Portal as a chance to overcome 
administrative boundaries for the benefit of users 
and to improve the accessibility of information 

 Presentation of archival finding aids and digitized 
objects whose production was funded by the 
German Research foundation 

 Concomitant use of the ingest and hosting 
infrastructure of the German Digital Library at FIZ 
Karlsruhe 
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Project Tasks 

 Development/adaption of the data storage model 
 Development of the archival presentation layer 
 Further development of the structures for data 

ingest and support for ingest activities 
 Development of interfaces from regional platforms 

to the German Archives Portal 
 Development of an interface to the Archives Portal 

Europe and export of data 
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German Digital Library and German Archives 
Portal: Prospects and Advantages for Archives 

 Presentation and searchability of digital archival 
content 
- transregionally 
- within the context of archival structures, cultural heritage 

and scientific information  
- both at an overall and at an archival platform 

 Participation in both portals with a single data supply 
 Option to deliver data to Archives Portal Europe and 

Europeana 
 Increased perception of individual archives 
 Stronger linking with other archives, cultural and 

scientific institutions 
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Correlations between (archival) portals 



Thank you for your attention! 

Dr. Gerald Maier 
 
Landesarchiv Baden-Württemberg 
Eugenstraße 7, D-70182 Stuttgart 
Phone: +49 711-212-4279  
Fax: +49 711-212-4283 
E-Mail: gerald.maier@la-bw.de  

 

Christina Wolf 
 

 

Landesarchiv Baden-Württemberg 
Eugenstraße 7, D-70182 Stuttgart 
Phone: +49 711-212-4270  
Fax: +49 711-212-4283 
E-Mail: christina.wolf@la-bw.de 
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