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 The Landesarchiv Baden-Wuerttemberg 
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GLA Karlsruhe 

HZA Neuenstein 

StA Wertheim 

HStA Stuttgart 

StA Ludwigsburg / Institut für Erhaltung von Archiv- und 
Bibliotheksgut 
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GBZA Kornwestheim 

  

Zentrale Dienste/Fachprogramme 

Hsta Stuttgart 
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Starting Position 
or 

Why Do We Need  
a German Archives Portal? 
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 Federalism and  Archival Landscape in Germany  
• The Federal Republic of 

Germany consists of 16 
federal states (Bundesländer) 
with sovereign rights on 
various internal fields, 
including cultural affairs 

 Initiatives of more than one 
federal state on cultural 
topics – including archive-
related issues – have always 
been challenging and are 
rather difficult to handle 
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What Does This Mean for Archival Research? 

user looking for 
material about 
“Friedrich Ebert” 
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Staatsarchiv Hamburg 

Bundesarchiv Berlin 

Stadtarchiv Heidelberg 

Landesarchiv  
Baden-

Wuerttemberg 
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The Problem 
→ Possibilities for archival research in online portals are 

– scarce 
– hardly ever compliant with archival requirements 
– and thus unsatisfactory 

 

information from 
all over Germany context 
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The Solution:  
A National Archives Portal 
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The Idea of a German Archives Portal 

user looking for 
material about 
“Friedrich Ebert” 

Archives A 
Archives B Archives C 

Archives D 

Archives E 
Archives F 

Archivportal-D 
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What is Archivportal-D? 
• Central point to access information on archival institutions 

and archival materials in Germany 
• All kinds of archives situated in Germany may participate 
• Archival content from the German Digital Library (Deutsche 

Digitale Bibliothek, DDB) can be presented and accessed in a 
new context regarding archival needs 

• Content (as of November 2015): 
– 11 million data records from more than 80 archives 
– more than 600 archival institutions registered  

  steadily increasing 

www.archivportal-d.de 
 
 

http://www.archivportal-d.de/
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Digitized archival 
objects 

Online finding aids 

Guides to holdings 

Information on archival 
institutions 

Types of Content in Archivportal-D 
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Participating and Registered Archives 
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On the Shoulders of a Giant 
 The German Digital Library - Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek 

(DDB) 
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What Is the German Digital Library? 
• Central, cross-domain access platform for cultural and 

scientific information 
• Aim: to offer everyone unrestricted access to Germany’s 

cultural and scientific heritage: to millions of books, 
archived items, images, sculptures, pieces of music and 
other sound documents as well as films and scores, from all 
over Germany. 

• National aggregator for Europeana www.europeana.eu 
• Online since November 2012 
• Reference to more than 18 mio. objects, including over 6 

mio. with digitized media 
http://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de  

 

http://www.europeana.eu/
http://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
http://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
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German Digital Library: Funding 
• Joint project of the German Federal Government and the 

federal states 
• Onetime special funding of € 9.5 million for development 

from the Federal Government 
• € 2.6 million p.a. provided by the Federal Government and 

the federal states for permanent operation and 
infrastructure 

• Digitization mainly to be financed by institutions and 
support programs (e.g. German Research Foundation) 

 Still: Administrative and financing agreement ensures 
sustainability! 
 
 
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German Digital Library: Competence Network 
 

• 13 cultural and scientific institutions, supported by federal, 
state and local authorities. 

• Bodies: General Meeting, Board and Board of Trustees. Board 
and Trustees are supported by an administrative office. 
 

How do we work? 
• Technical coordinator: German National Library 

http://www.dnb.de/EN/Home/home_node.html  

• Working groups 
• Service Center with domain-specific service desks to support 

data providers 
• Technical operator and further development: FIZ Karlsruhe – 

Leibniz Institute for Information Infrastructure https://www.fiz-
karlsruhe.de/en.html 

 …and many more 
 

http://www.dnb.de/EN/Home/home_node.html
https://www.fiz-karlsruhe.de/en.html
https://www.fiz-karlsruhe.de/en.html
https://www.fiz-karlsruhe.de/en.html
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www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de 
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www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de 
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One Back-End – Various Presentation Layers 
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Building a German Archives Portal 
- the Project 
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The Project “Building a German Archives Portal” 
• Archivportal-D = a specific view on the archival data within 

the German Digital Library 
• Realization within a project funded by the German Research 

Foundation DFG www.dfg.de (fall 2012 – spring 2016) 
• Project partners:  

– State Archives of Baden-Wuerttemberg (= Landesarchiv Baden-
Wuerttemberg) http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/web/49435  

– FIZ Karlsruhe – Leibniz Institute for Information Infrastructure  
 https://www.fiz-karlsruhe.de/en.html 

– State Archives of North Rhine-Westphalia 
http://www.archive.nrw.de/lav/index.php?lang=engl  

– State Archives of Saxony http://www.staatsarchiv.sachsen.de/  
– Archives School in Marburg http://www.archivschule.de/EN/  
– German National Library (since 2015) 

http://www.dnb.de/EN/Home/home_node.html  
 

http://www.dfg.de/
http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/web/49435
https://www.fiz-karlsruhe.de/en.html
http://www.archive.nrw.de/lav/index.php?lang=engl
http://www.staatsarchiv.sachsen.de/
http://www.archivschule.de/EN/
http://www.dnb.de/EN/Home/home_node.html
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A Project Milestone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
  
  

…Archivportal-D  
   goes online! 

 
on September 24th, 2014 

within the frame of the 84th German Archives Day, the largest national conference of 
archives professionals in Europe, in Magdeburg 
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Ongoing Project Tasks 
Remaining work packages until spring 2016 in order to… 
• Increase the content 
• Connect with more aggregators 
• Enable decentralized data preparation 
• Improve ingest structures and processes 
• Include further references to archives in order to show the 

greatest possible part of the archival landscape 
• Optimize access from mobile devices 
• Intensify dissemination activities concerning the targeted 

audience 
• Enrich descriptive metadata with help of authority files 
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The Vision 
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Enlargement of the Network 



29 

Demo: Archivportal-D 

www.archivportal-d.de  

http://www.archivportal-d.de/
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Research Opportunities 
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Find Archives 
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Find Objects 
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How to Participate? –  
the path into the portal 
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The Path into the Portal 

Registration in DDB 

Application for ISIL-Number/ National Identifier 

Sign Contract for Cooperation and Answer a 
Content-Questionnaire  

Data Delivery 
•Test Data 
•Real Data 
•Control of Data in Test System 

Publishing of Data in DDB/Archivportal-D 
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EAD(DDB) as Delivery Format? 
• EAD (Encoded Archival Description) =  

Standard exchange format for archival meta 
data 
– Developed in USA 
– Increasing use in Europe 
– Problem of wide range of exchange formats in 

Germany 
 

A working group developed EAD(DDB) as 
common standard for German archives 
www.landesarchiv-bw.de/ead 

 

http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/ead
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EAD(DDB) as Delivery Format? 
 

 
Combination of several 
approaches: 
• Provision of guidelines and 

tools, support by our 
project team 

• Collaboration with software 
producers 

• Training courses for archive 
staff  
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Opportunities and Challenges 
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Opportunities for Users 
• Easy access  
• User-friendliness: comprehensive ways of research in 

standardized look and feel 
• Networking of data across different cultural sectors in DDB  
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Opportunities for Archives 
• Cost-free participation in several online portals 
  with just one data delivery 
• Professional presentation of data in Archivportal-D → 

“state-of-the-art” 
• National and transnational scope due to integration in 

European online portals 
• Enhanced visibility of the institutions and archive records 
• Solution for archives without a website 
 
Advantage → more specific requests of users =   

  → considerable time saving  
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Opportunities 
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Opportunities 
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Opportunities in Science 
 
Reappearance of 
disappeared treasures! 
 

Scientists discovered the 
picture of the “Böttcher Bau” 
in Darmstadt, while it was 
originally expected  to be in 
Chemnitz 
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Challenges for Archives 
Situation in many archives in Germany 
• Skepticism 
• Missing digitization 
• Missing staff 
• Missing (IT)know-how 
• Great effort for rights clearance  
• Missing technical equipment 
 
→ Taking part in Archivportal-D can be a huge challenge 

for small archives 
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The Challenge of Persistent Identifiers 
• Need of persistent identifiers 
• Identifiers are often just suitable for internal 

administration 
• Online portals are a relatively new field for 

German archives 
 

→ New requirements with regard to data exchange 
 

Need of awareness for persistent identifiers! 
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Equal identifiers: 

overwriting of data  

Changed identifiers: 

data is loaded twice 

Persistent identifiers 

Persistent Identifiers 
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The Challenge of Authority Files  
Linked Data by authority files (Normdaten) 
• Authority files enable us to clearly identify 

persons, places, corporations and to link 
associated information 

• Interdisciplinary reference system in Germany: 
Gemeinsame Normdatei (GND) 

• Authority files provide expanded search facilities 
for visitors and new perspectives on data 

• DDB/Archivportal-D integrate standardized 
referenced data in semantic web. 
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Nrmdaten 
Authority Files and Entities in the DDB 
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Outlook 
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Project “DFG-Viewer” 
 

• Coming soon: integration of modified “DFG-Viewer” in 
Archivportal-D 

• Simple and proven system for presentation of digitized 
material 

 
• New project: adaptation of DFG-Viewer to archival 

requirements 
→ Useful for all future archival projects! 
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Project “DFG-Viewer” 
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Lasting Structures due to Embedding in DDB 



70 

Enlargement of the Network 
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Thank you! 
Further information: 
German Digital Library: 

https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/content/about/ 

Project “Building a German Archives Portal”: 

https://www.archivportal-d.de/info/about/ 

…follow us on Twitter!  
 
 

 

 
Christina Wolf & Nadine Seidu 

Landesarchiv Baden-Wuerttemberg 
archiv@deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de 

Twitter: @archivportal 

mailto:archiv@deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de
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